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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

Possible Explanation Why the Expected Red Cross Convoy Never Reached Us

As telexed by John Phillips:
  

While a member of my staff was at the Intercontinental Hotel this afternoon, the second secretary of the UAR embassy (or so he claimed to be) asked to be put in touch with the Red Cross Headquarters (which is at the Muashir Hospital) in order to arrange the release of the remaining hostages. After consulting my counselor, the officer concerned took the second secretary to the Muashir Hospital where he said he had come to offer the release to the Red Cross only (the Jordanians were not, repeat not, to be informed) of 32 out of 38 hostages; the remaining six would be retained in a safe place. It so happened that my defense attaché and Colonel Ferrie were already at the Muashir Hospital discussing with the Red Cross details of British medical assistance. 

A convoy of cars was hastily assembled, drove to the UAR Embassy where another man (presumably Egyptian) was picked up, and the convoy proceeded to Jabal Ashrafiyeh, which remains a stronghold of very determined and fairly numerous fedayeen. On arrival, the party had their car keys removed and were led to a mosque where they were shown the bodies of men, women, and children mutilated by shell fire. [The] party were not, repeat not, taken any further. But the fedayeen agreed to a suggestion that they should rendezvous again with the Red Cross at approximately the same spot at 0600Z tomorrow with a Red Cross convoy of food and medical supplies for the Ashrafiyeh Hospital, which the Red Cross have hitherto been unable to reach. 

The present position seems then to be that the Red Cross will return tomorrow to the same spot, having told the Jordanian Government about the convoy of food and medical supplies but without having told the Government [about] the UAR second secretary which caused the whole expedition. I am sorry that this picture is not very clearly defined, but it is the best on the spot evidence we have apart from the confident assertions of responsible correspondents. 

� Amman teleconference 1600Z, 29/6/70, FCO 14/785.
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