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Last-Minute Glitches in Khaled’s Release

Once the remaining American hostages were safely en route to New York, the State Department notified the Swiss, German, and British embassies in Washington that the six were out.  Amazingly, Leila Khaled’s release was “temporarily stymied [because] Cairo does not want to receive her.” Cairo, “pleading preoccupation with the funeral of President Nasser,” had asked the UK to delay sending Khaled et al until October 3. Her Majesty’s Government was now “sitting tight,” considering what to do. Finally, at 1500Z, Richard Beaumont, the British ambassador to Cairo, cabled London that Egypt had agreed after all. A few minutes later, Prime Minister Heath authorized the “setting in motion” of the transfer. Since the PFLP seemed uninterested in Arguello’s corpse, the British now planned to hold it for his mother to claim it.
  

The 56 the PFLP Wanted Freed In Return For the Release of its 56 Hostages

Following is the list of Palestinian prisoners whom the PFLP wished released. The 36 names were of those being held in Israeli jails.

	1. Aisha Odah

2. Rasmia Yousef Odah
3. Mariam Eliuhakhshir

4. Aida Faad

5. Loftia Hemdan

6. Fatma Bernawi

7. Aisha Azy Sehmoud

8. Abdel Rehim Gaber

9. Abdalla El Agrami

10. Azlil Latif Gheith

11. Bashir El Hairi

12. Soliman Al Kapfhan
	13. Abdel Aziz el Meniawi

14. Sakran Mahmoud Sakran

15. Abdel Rahman el Kasem

16. Ali el Awadh

17. Mohammad Abd Hussein

18. Adna Mansour

19. Faisir Kobba

20. Jacoub Odah

21. Kahlef Nassar

22. Abdel Hamid Ahmed Hassen
23. Fathi Kahlil Abu-Sarih

24. Fayez Faour
	25. Abdul Aziz abu-el Faria

26. Jacoub Doweni

27. Jhazi Abu-Daoud

28. Mahmoud Bakr Hegazi

29. William Nassar

30. Omar el Kassem

31. Dr. Sobhi Ghosha

32. Kamel el Nemari

33. Gabr Ali Ammar

34. Samir Shafeik Darweish

35. Ahmed Akel

36. Younes Gaddou


Plus, 10 Lebanese, 2 Algerians, one Swiss, 3 arrested in Switzerland, 3 arrested in West Germany, and one arrested in the UK. 

An ICRC official asked the United States, “for his personal information,” whether it intended to seek an Israeli contribution as part of the end game, as had been envisioned at the Bern talks.  The State Department responded that it was not planning to do so, but assumed that Israel would release the two Algerians, as it had already undertaken to do.  Israel subsequently informed the United States that the Algerians would be released “sooner or later.”
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